


H arold Weisberg’s ninth book on the John F. 

Kennedy assassination is a milestone in the an- 
nals of research and once again demonstrates elo- 
quently his passionate, undiminished and dogged per- 
sistence to tell the American people the facts surround- 
ing that fateful day in November, 1963. His exhaustive 
efforts and precedent-making investigations will stand 
forever as a beacon light against those who insist we 
must accept official lies as unchallenged "truth". 

Not only did the Warren Commission and the other 
U.S. government investigations fail us miserably but so 
did our fabled and gloried American institutions as 
well. As he puts it the "rewriting of fact to ordain 
falsehood as truth is a failure by all.” From Presidents 
on down to the legal system, the medical community, 
the media and academia (as represented by our 
vaunted, hallowed and ivy-halled colleges and class- 
rooms), we have been deliberately and consistently lied 
to and about. 

Harold Weisberg is a realist, however, and admits 
that "there is no real possibility of solving the crime." 

So why continue? Why go on delving into formerly 
classified government files now being slowly released 
at a snail's pace? Is it all a futile gesture on our part or 
a meaningful act in the whole sorry scheme of things? 

Weisberg doesn’t provide any final answers but he is 
the finest example we have of why we must continue 
our efforts and not lose sight of what we are doing. 

Weisberg writes: "The agencies that failed them- 
selves and all of us.. .must be made to see that this once 
was much too much and that it should never again in- 
tend and execute such monumental failures as when 
President Kennedy was assassinated. 

"The nation in varying degrees depends on all the 
agencies that failed, that were dishonest, and they must 
come to see that they must, for their own self-respect 
and that of the rest of us, that for them it will be, 
"Never Again!” 




NEVER AGAIN! 

By I lurokl Weisberg 


A Book Review By Hal Verb 

"Our honor, our self-respect, how the rest of man- 
kind regards us, personally and as a nation, demands 
of each of us, to the degree possible that we not let this 
most enormous of national disgraces, die of the atro- 
phy of disinterest; that we do whatever may be possible 
at any time and in any way to see to it that it does not; 
and that more of us learn and understand the grim 
truth, and with that resolutely decide that for us and 
for our government and its agencies and employees the 
determination will be never again! 

"Of what we have lost we can yet regain our self- 
respect, our personal and national honor, and our in- 
tegrity. We should long for it, strive for it, recruit oth- 
ers for it, and glory in it as we can even if all we have 
is the effort itself." 

The above statements so forcefully made by Weis- 
berg in Never Again! are interwoven in a text that is 
filled with nuggets of information. These include a 
piercing and penetrating analysis of such themes as: 
(1) Jama magazine’s astoundingly corrupt rewriting of 
history on the JFK autopsy by the doctors involved; (2) 
the Katzenbach-Hoover conspiracy to convince the 
American public of a "lone unaided assassin"; (3) the 
possibility of a military conspiracy and (4) the behind- 
the-scenes efforts of the FBI and the CIA in controlling 
and directing the Warren Commission to its final con- 
clusion agreed upon even before it held hearings and 
testimony. 

As for point (3) and the possibility of a military con- 
spiracy occurring, Weisberg goes further than he ever 
has to date in exploring this question. He asks: "what 
other reasonable explanations can there be?" As he has 
so well documented and vividly outlined in Never 
Again! and in other of Weisberg's works the military 
took over control of the autopsy which, as Weisberg 
pointedly notes, was "supposed to have been com- 
pletely independent and uncontrolled in any way." 
There is also the fact that the military refused to call 
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its own prominent expert on wounds and ballistics, J. 
Dolce, "to go over the case." That expert could not du- 
plicate the feat which the alleged "magic bullet" ac- 
complished and this was after Dolce fired off one hun- 
dred rounds with the alleged assassin's ammunition! 
Could there be any more damaging instance than this 
that the military knew more than they were telling and 
covering up? 

On the first point noted above: the Jama publication 
in 1992 wherein the autopsy doctors were "defended", 
Weisberg devotes a good part of his book to show how 
shabby Jama’s "defense" was. At first two of the 
autopsy doctors (Boswell and Humes) are drawn into 
the controversy of whether they performed a botched 
job upholding the Warren Commis- 
sion's version of the facts. Weisberg 
is unrelenting in proving that the 
doctors lied or misrepresented them- 
selves not only in their Warren Com- 
mission and House Select Committee 
testimony but also in their Jama 
statements. And when a third doctor 
was sought out (Dr. Finck) by Jama 
he initially refused comment but re- 
luctantly gave in. Still he went along 
with the other doctors and supported 
their sullied record. Weisberg spares 
him no relief either. 

An amusing, if not astonishing, 
point which Weisberg calls attention to for his readers 
occurred during the Jim Garrison trial of Clay Shaw in 
New Orleans. The U.S. government, hiding behind a 
"hands off' policy on that case, tried to pit both doctors 
Boswell and Humes against Finck when it was learned 
that Finck would testify. And aU three were supposed 
to be testifying on behalf of the (Shaw) defense team! 
What most likely disturbed the U.S. government were 
some of Finck's rather contradictory statements on the 
nature of JFK's wounds. Perhaps the most damaging 
bone of contention that the government saw as alarm- 
ing was Finck’s belief that Governor Connally was 
struck by a separate bullet. If that position were main- 
tained it would've destroyed the Warren Commission’s 
version of the truth and this simply could not be al- 
lowed to happen. 

Even as the new President, LBJ, was deciding within 
the week following the assassination, the composition 


of the Warren Commissifflrr, the wheels were set in mo- 
tion behind the scenes (and; unknown to the American 
public) as to what the precise nature and direction of 
that Commission would be. It never changed its 
course! 

Weisberg provides ample evidence that from the 
very first day of the assassination there was what he 
termed Hoover's "instant vision of a lone nut assassin" 
and a "Hoover-Katzenbach conspiracy” no! to investi- 
gate the crime itself. (Katzenbach was the acting U.S. 
Attorney General in the aftermath of the assassina- 
tion). 

Hoover, for his part disapproved of the govern- 
ment's first choice for the Warren Commission Gen- 
eral Counsel and instead pushed for 
and get J- Lee Rankin to run it. 
Rankin was a man Hoover could 
work with and Rankin knew it. 
Ironically, and even before the War- 
ren Commission held its hearings, 
Rankin was quoted as saying: "...We 
can go home and that is the end of 
it." A top secret January, 1964. 
meeting which Rankin led, had es- 
tablished, in effect, that the JFK case 
was dosed! Then there was Katzen- 
bach’s little known effort (behind the 
scenes again) to "persuade" Earl 
Warrea to head the Commission. 
Although Warren adamantly refused, ultimately Katze- 
nbach's "persuasion" prevailed and Warren "accepted." 
Weisberg notes that there is no record in the FBI files 
as to what Katzenbach "argument" was used to enlist 
Warren. Perhaps Katzenbach can someday enlighten 
us on that score for Mr. Warren's decease allows us no 
answer from his lips. 

As if these political tricks and chicanery were not 
enough, Weisberg adds a few more revealing circum- 
stances. LBJ, himself, was playing a double-dealing 
game on his old "pal" Hoover. While both LBJ and 
Katzenbach were assuring Hoover that LBJ wasn 't 
going along with the idea of setting up a Warren Com- 
mission - the fact was that LBJ was doing just that! 
And media complicity was involved when Weisberg 
calls our attention to LBJ, together with the FBI, suc- 
cessfully succeeding in preventing The Washington 
Post from endorsing the appointment of a Presidential 
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Commission. No doubt LBJ appealed to that paper's 
"sense of patriotism" to prevent the real reasons from 
being learned by the American people. 

On top of all this double- and triple-dealing there 
was ex-CIA Director, Allen Dulles and his shenani- 
gans. He was, of course, a member of the Warren 
Commission appointed by LBJ. A CIA contact had 
learned from Dulles that the Warren Commission was 
"considering an investigative stafi" of its own. The 
contact apprised the FBI of this revelation and Weis- 
berg reports that upon learning of this "the FBI went 
into overdrive to block it. " There was no better way of 
blocking Warren Commission plans than having 
Dulles as an intermediary between the FBI and CIA to 
torpedo an already seriously compromised Commis- 
sion. Both Hoover and Dulles got exactly what they 
wanted out of the Warren Commission despite the 
various "Katzenjammer Kids" tactics. The minor criti- 
cism that the Warren Report put upon the shoulders of 
Hoover's FBI meant nothing to him. 

These nuggets described so far in Weisberg's book 
are but a small portion of what is in store for the 
reader. There are items relating to additional proofs for 
a double shot to the head of Kennedy; evidence for the 
claim that Governor Connally was struck not by one 
bullet but tfflj; and the strong indications that "ice bul- 
lets" may have been used in the assassination where no 
traces of fragments could be detected. 

Do not miss this opportunity to obtain Weisberg's 
latest book with all its revealing and absorbing find- 
' ings. It represents one giant step forward in what we 
know about the events that took place on November 
22 , 1963 . 
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